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SCIREARLY – SUPPORTING         
CHILDREN TO THRIVE IN SCHOOL 

Liz Todd, Karen Laing and Lucy Tiplady are in-
volved in the three-year European Commission 
SCIREARLY project (2022-2025) looking at how 
best to enable children and young people to en-
gage, learn and thrive in school. The project in-
volves eleven partners from ten countries, and in-
cludes six universities, four non-governmental or-
ganisations and one governmental partner.  For 
more information, see: https://scirearly.eu/  

In the autumn, we held a seminar to engage and co-
create knowledge with our North East community.  Ten 
children (aged 10 or 11) and 23 adults, including educa-
tors, local VCSE representatives, those with lived experi-

ence of exclusion 
or disengagement 
(themselves or 
children they cared 
for) and policy 
leads from three 
different local au-
thorities and the 
North East de-
volved authority 
attended.   

Through a combination of small group discussions, Lego 
building activities and question and answer sessions, we 
heard of the importance of safe and supportive environ-
ments that inspire and motivate children and young peo-
ple to learn.  Two comments from the young people:  

I really like school because I know 
I’m equal to everyone. No-one 
treats you different. Everyone can 
like what they want and don’t 
have to argue.  

Everyone needs someone there 
for them.  

The key theme of relationships was heard throughout 
discussions, including the positive and negative impacts 
that different practices have.  Listening to children, young 
people and families was identified as key to improving 
educational experiences for children.   

However, it was also recognised that there are issues that 
need to be addressed on a national level, such as pov-
erty, a relevant curriculum (including learning beyond the 
classroom and good quality alternative provision) and ho-
listic support for all (particularly pastoral, health and ca-
reers).  There was frustration that instead of a compre-
hensive range of measures to support young people back 
into education, there are perverse barriers such as how 
the apprenticeship levy is applied and a punitive benefits 
system that can make re-engagement very difficult.  Par-
ticipants called for joined up and evidence-based educa-
tion policy making that sits outside of party politics and 
has wellbeing at its centre.   

Last year we were also 
involved in a systematic 
review of the Social De-
terminants of Educational 
Underachievement in Eu-
rope and a Policy Review 
of Strategies to Tackle 
Underachievement and 
Early School Leaving.  
These outputs are in the 
final stages of review and 
will be publicly available 
on the project website shortly.  In 2024, we look forward 
to engaging with our local schools further through case 
studies of innovative practice to engage children, young 
people and families and reduce underachievement. 

More information: lucy.tiplady@newcastle.ac.uk; 
k.j.c.laing@newcastle.ac.uk; 
liz.todd@newcastle.ac.uk; https://scirearly.eu/ 

CfLaT Headlines 
 
The next NE Outdoor Learning Research Hub 
meeting will take place on Wednesday 14th 
February 430-6pm at Newcastle University. If 
you would like to attend or connect with the 
Hub, contact: Lucy.Tiplady@Newcastle.ac.uk.  
 
Newcastle West End Childrens Community in 
collaboration with Newcastle University and 
Tyne and Wear Citizens are just about to em-
bark on a listening campaign to find out what 
is putting pressure on people and to take ac-
tion. If you live or work in the West End, or 
have students who could help, and want to be 
listened to, or get involved in taking action, 
then do get in touch with Karen Laing 
k.j.c.laing@newcastle.ac.uk  
 
In December, René 
Koglbauer briefed the new 
Austrian Ambassador 
Bernd Wrabetz and his 
Cultural Attaché to the UK 
on recent education poli-
cies and on language edu-
cation specifically.   
 

 
If you are a doctoral re-
searcher based at one of 
the NINE DTP universities 

(or know someone who is) and interested in 
using visual methods, sign up for Visually Me-
diated Research: Using Visual Methods in the 
Social Sciences - NINE DTP  - a free training 
event, featuring CfLaT members and work. 
 
A touring European exhibi-
tion, Classroom, a teenage 
view, is closing with a sym-
posium in Hasselt, Belgium 
that Pam Woolner has been 
invited to join.  Catch the 
exhibition if you can and 
find out more here: 
https://classroom-ateenageview.com/en  
 
Karen Laing and Liz Todd recently presented 
about place-based approaches to tackling 
poverty to Gleadless Valley Regeneration 
Project in Sheffield. Conversations included 
the role of play in regeneration schemes and 
further collaborative work is planned.  

 NEWSLETTER 

Children from Bridgewater Primary School, working with Children 
North East, and young people working with Success4All are taking 
part in a social action project funded by Newcastle University Social 
Justice Fund.  
 
Supported by training by Jill Clark and Karen Laing, children in the West End of 
Newcastle have been researching what social justice means to them and their 
peers over the last term. The young researchers 
will be given a budget to create an action plan 
based on their research and implement a project 
of their choice to promote social justice. The chil-
dren at Bridgewater have chosen food poverty as 
their topic and are currently negotiating with 
Newcastle food bank to find out what they can 
do to take action. 
 
We look forward to hearing about what happens! 
 
For more information contact k.j.c.laing@newcastle.ac.uk or  
jill.clark@newcastle.ac.uk 
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In this issue: 

ACTION PROJECTS 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE! 

On 29 January, ECLS and Coram Life Education held a joint event: A 
whole-community approach to children’s wellbeing: helping all children 
to thrive.  

 
The focus of the event was on the wellbeing of 
young people, and was aimed to engage with and 
facilitate discussions between schools, community 
partners and researchers. It was well-attended by 
an impressive range 
of people from within 
and, particularly, 
beyond the universi-
ty. 
 

The work of CfLaT colleagues was well-represented 
and included lightning talks by Ulrike Thomas on 

developing 
methods for evaluating the Coram’s Shake-
speare Schools Theatre Festival, Debbie 
Ralls about her Relational Toolkit, Alison 
Whelan and Ulrike on Project Based Learn-
ing, Jill Clark about the social justice action 
project and Pam Woolner on pupil voice 
within the CoReD project. 
  

CfLaT at Coram Event 

ALISON AT ICERI CONFERENCE 3 
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In November, Pam Woolner spent 
two weeks in Finland and Sweden 
researching school spaces.   
 
Before you feel too jealous, that time 
of year is not enjoyed there, being 
dark and cold but before the snow 
comes.  In fact, November is some-
times known as ‘the month of 
earth’ (or perhaps mud, depending on 
translation!).   
 
Pam had a busy time of school visits 
in Finland, collaboration with col-
leagues from the University of Gävle in 
Sweden, and events in both countries.  
She travelled by trains and ferries, 
going over the Baltic Sea from Lübeck 
in Germany to Helsinki, then taking 
the overnight ferry from Helsinki to 
Stockholm (the ‘party ship’) and re-
turning on trains through Sweden and 
Denmark. 
 
The main focus of the visit was the 
work she has been doing with the two 
European public banks, the CEB and 
EIB, investigating and developing 
ways to involve educators in planning 
new schools.  She visited schools in 
Espoo and Järvenpää, two municipali-
ties near Helsinki, that have been in-
volved in trialling the ‘Constructing 
Education’ framework that Pam co-

authored with Alison Whelan back in 
2021.  Finally meeting the head teach-
ers that 
she has 
only 
known 
through 
Zoom, 
and see-
ing their 
schools, 
was very interesting and enjoyable.   
 
There was also a two-day event in 
Järvenpää, organised by the banks to 
promote ‘Constructing Education’, and 
attended by their clients from across 
Europe and beyond, as well as learn-
ing environment researchers from 
Australia, Sweden and Argentina.   

Pam also fitted in a talk at The Aalto 
University, Helsinki, as the guest of 
Tiina Mäkelä of the University of 
Jyväskylä, who is currently collaborat-

ing with CfLaT’s old friend Paula 
Cardellino of Universidad ORT, Uru-
guay. 
 
Then it was off to 
Sweden, where 
Pam met up with 
Anneli Frelin and 
Jan Grannäs, part-
ners in the 2019-22 
CoReD project.  
They are now 
working together to 
discover more 
about how teachers are using the 
more open and flexible school spaces 
currently being built in Sweden.  Final-
ly, in Stockholm, Pam and Anneli were 
the guests of Skolhusgruppen (the 
School Buildings Group).  Pam gave a 
talk to introduce the audience of ar-
chitects and designers to the CoReD 
resources so they can use them when 
they work with Swedish school users. 
 
Cold and dark though it undoubtedly 
was, Pam got warm welcomes in both 
countries – and the fika in Sweden 
was excellent! 
 
Find out more about the Finnish 
work here: https://www.eib.org/
en/essays/finland-education-
school-design  

School Design 
in the Nordic 
Countries  

Karen Laing, Amina Razak and Liz 
Todd have been collaborating 
with professional services staff, 
strategic leadership teams across 
the university, and Inclusive 
Newcastle Knowledge Centre col-
leagues to develop Newcastle 
University’s next Access and Par-
ticipation Plan (APP).  
 
 This plan sets out what the 
 university is going to do to 

address gaps in access to Higher Edu-
cation for under-represented people 
as well as ways to address awarding 
gaps and inequities in educational out-
comes. The APP is  important because 
without it, the Office for Students will 
not allow a university to charge full 
fees to its students.  
 
Karen, Amina and Liz have developed 
an overarching theory of change for 
the Plan and have been helping those 

responsible for implementation to 
think through their theories of change 
for the actions they will take, and 
what kind of evaluation might be 
needed to assess ‘what works’ in wid-
ening participation to Higher Educa-
tion.  
 
For further information please 
contact: liz.todd@newcastle.ac.uk   
k.j.c.laing@newcastle.ac.uk; 
Amina.razak@newcastle.ac.uk.  

Widening participation in Higher Education  

Recipient of a British Academy 
Visiting Researcher Fellowship, 
Sue Nichols, spent three months 
at Newcastle University during 
late 2023.  
 
A team consisting of Sue, Liz Todd, 
and Ulrike Thomas  carried out a pro-
ject focused on children’s digital lives, 
using an interactive network mapping 
activity in interviews with Year 5 chil-
dren from two schools in Newcastle 
and Northumberland.  
 
Each school also participated in a Visit-
ing Social Scientist component, involv-
ing children being introduced to the 
idea of investigating human interac-
tion. They learned about purposes for, 
and approaches to, inquiry in the so-
cial sciences, culminating in a work-
shop at Newcastle University where 
they had a chance to get hands-on 
with some authentic data. One of the 
teachers commented that the visit, in 
particular, had raised children’s inter-
est in going to university when they 
are older.  
 
Sue is continuing to connect with Liz 
and Ulrike as the team progresses the 
analysis and works towards publica-

tion. Emerging themes for further 
work include the nature of informal 
learning, the dynamic inter-relation of 
on- and offline practices and social 
contexts, and how children are ‘doing 
school’ in digital spaces. Similarities 
and differences between findings from 
the UK project and Sue’s Australian 
study are also being explored. Inter-
estingly, across both studies the 
school factor has emerged as signifi-
cant.  

Getting a taste for data analysis...  
 
Sue will be back in Newcastle for 
a short visit in February. Get in 
touch if you would like to con-
nect: sue.nichols@unisa.edu.au  

BLYTH TALL 
SHIPS ARE 
INNOVATIVE 
IN SEVILLE 

CfLaT Research Teas aim to provide an informal opportunity for staff, post-
graduate students and other interested parties to get together to discuss cur-
rent research.  They will be held in KGVI.B83.iLabLearn with tea and coffee 
available from 3.30pm and the session running 3.45-4.45  
 
Wednesday 7th Feb 3.30-4.45pm: Climate justice education: student and teacher 
perceptions, and sharing resources - Dr Catherine Walker, NUAcT Fellow, Geogra-
phy, Newcastle University 
 
Wednesday 6th March 3.30-4.45pm: Transformation through Co-Creation -   Dr 
Stephanie Holton, Senior Lecturer in Classics, Newcastle University  
 
For further information on CfLaT research teas,  if you would like to join a tea 
via Zoom or if you are interested in discussing some of your own research 
please contact Lucy.Tiplady@ncl.ac.uk.  

RESEARCH TEAS  
Spring 2024 

ICERI 2023 was the 16th annual In-
ternational Conference of Education, 
Research and Innovation, held in 
Seville from 13th-15th November 
2023.   
 
CfLaT member Alison Whelan attended 
the conference, chairing a session on Ser-
vice Learning and presenting her research 
with Blyth Tall Ship which explored the 
impact of engaging in heritage workshops 
on individual and community wellbeing.   

Over 800 delegates from 60 different 
countries were in Seville, providing a 
wide range of fascinating talks and work-
shops on all aspects of education and 
innovation.  Highlights included interac-
tive sessions on Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
in education with ‘The AI Educator’, Dan 
Fitzpatrick, and debunking ‘neuromyths to 
maximise learning’ with US academic 
Tracey Tokuhama-Espinosa.   
 
Alison comments, “The conference was a 
valuable experience both as a presenter 
and chair, and as a delegate, with oppor-
tunities to meet educators from all over 
the world in a beautiful setting.” 
 
The proceedings from the confer-
ence are available at doi: 10.21125/
iceri.2023  

Exploring  
children’s  
digital lives... 
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